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Election of Parent Governor at Stoke Minster C of E Primary Academy
Dear Parents and Carers,
I am writing to you to invite you to stand for election as a parent governor or to nominate another parent to do so. We currently have one vacancy on our Academy’s Local Governing Committee (LGC). 
The Local Governing Committee is responsible for supporting the effective operation of the Trust and its policies and providing support and challenge to the Academy. Additionally, in our Church of England Academies, the members of the LGC are also required to preserve and develop the religious character of the Academy. Each LGC has a vital role to play in making sure every child receives the best possible education.
As a parent governor, you will work with the LGC to make sure it effectively carries out its delegated responsibilities. You will also play a vital role in bringing a parental perspective to the LGC, but you are not there to speak ‘on behalf’ of the parent body.
If you join our LGC, you will serve a four-year term, and you can continue to the end of the four years even if your child/children leave the Academy. 
Please be aware, being a governor does take up time. There are at least four LGC meetings each year and governors may be asked to serve on additional panels. Although the role of a governor is an unpaid position, it requires you to set aside time to prepare for meetings. Governors are also encouraged to visit the Academy to learn more about the way the Academy works and to undertake training to support their role. 
Parents of all children currently registered at the Academy are entitled to stand for election or to nominate others.  Candidates may nominate themselves or be nominated by another parent. NB If you are putting someone else forward for nomination, please make sure they are happy for you to do so. For these purposes the definition of a ‘parent’, in relation to any child or young person, includes any person who is not a parent but who has parental responsibility for, or cares for the child or young person. 
If there are any parents/carers who are interested in this vacancy, then I would be pleased to receive your nomination. Nomination forms are available from the Academy office.    
Prospective governors should satisfy themselves that they are not disqualified from being an Academy governor in general and that they meet the eligibility criteria for being a Parent Governor at the Academy. You may also like to note that the Local Governing Committee has a Code of Conduct and that any new governor will be expected to sign up to and adhere to that Code. You should also be aware that if your duties as a governor require you to have an enhanced DBS check, this will reveal information about previous cautions and convictions. In addition, a check will be made under section 128 of the Education and Skills Act 2008 to establish if there is any restriction or prohibition from taking part in the management of an independent school, including academies and free schools.
A completed nomination form together with a personal statement must be returned to the Academy no later than Friday 24th April 2026.
If the number of nominations received exceeds the available position, it will be necessary to hold an election which shall be held by secret ballot. If that is necessary, voting papers and instructions will be sent to all parents and carers.
If you have any queries about this process or would like to find out more about the role, please contact Mrs Jennifer Craig.

Yours sincerely,


Principal						Chair of Governors
Mrs Jennifer Craig					Mr Jeremy Evans








WHO CAN BE A PARENT GOVERNOR? 
The elected or appointed parent governor must be a parent of a registered pupil at one or more of the academies at the time when they are elected or appointed.

For these purposes the definition of a ‘parent’, in relation to any child or young person, includes any person who is not a parent but who has parental responsibility for, or cares for the child or young person.

Note that disqualification criteria for trustees, as detailed in articles of association, also apply to academy committees (local governing committees) in a multi academy trust.

It is the strong preference of the Trust that individuals employed by St Bart’s Academy Trust do not serve as Parent Governors at the Academy in which they are employed.

DISQUALIFICATIONS
A person is disqualified from holding or continuing to hold office as a trustee / governor of a Trust / Academy, if, in summary, that person: 
· is aged under 18 at the date of their election or appointment;
· is a registered pupil at an Academy in the Trust;
· already holds one governorship role at the same Academy;
· is incapable by reason of illness or injury of managing or administering their own affairs;
· has not given the required undertaking under Article 103 of the Trust Articles of Association;
· is absent, without the permission of the trustees, from all their meetings held within a period of 6 months, and the trustees resolve that their office be vacated;
· has been declared bankrupt and/or their estate has been seized from their possession for the benefit of their creditors and the declaration or seizure has not been discharged, annulled or reduced; or
· is the subject of a bankruptcy restrictions order or an interim order;
· is subject to a disqualification order or disqualification undertaking under the Company Directors Disqualification Act 1986; 
· is subject to an order made under section 429(2)(b) of the Insolvency Act 1986 (failure to pay under county court administration order); 
· is disqualified from being a trustee due to any provision in the Companies Act 2006;
· has been removed from the office of trustee for a charity by an order made by the Charity Commission or Commissioners or High Court on grounds of any misconduct or mismanagement in the administration of the charity for which they were responsible; or to which they were privy; or which they, by their conduct, contributed to or facilitated; 
· is disqualified from acting as a trustee due to section 178 of the Charities Act 2011(or any statutory re-enactment or modification of that provision);
· is otherwise found to be unsuitable by the Secretary of State;
· has, at any time, been convicted of any criminal offence, excluding any that have been spent under the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974 as amended, and excluding any offence for which the maximum sentence is a fine or a lesser sentence except where a person has been convicted of any offence which falls under section 178 of the Charities Act 2011;
· has not provided to the chair of trustees a criminal records certificate at an enhanced disclosure level under section 113B of the Police Act 1997;
· has been convicted and fined for causing a nuisance or disturbance on school or educational premises during the five years ending with the date immediately preceding appointment/election or since appointment or election as a governor; 
· has been removed as an elected governor from the governing body during their term of office; they are disqualified from serving or continuing to serve as a school governor for five years from the date of their removal – not just at the school they have been removed from, but any school.

All new or re-appointed/elected governors are required to confirm that they do not fall foul of the disqualification rules, as listed, and provide proof of their identity to the Principal.  This is arranged once the election has taken place.
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